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Local Historic Landmark Designation Report
Frank A. Linney House and Former Linney Law Office
Boone, Watauga County
I. General information
1. Common and Historical Property Names
Frank A. Linney House and former Linney Law Office
2. Physical Address or Location
219 Queen Street, Boone, NC 28607 (Frank A. Linney House)
718 West King Street, Boone, NC 28607 (former Linney Law Office)
3. Tax Parcel Identification Number (PIN)
2900-89-1448-000 (Frank A. Linney House)
2900-89-0400-000 (former Linney Law Office)
4. Current Owner(s) Name(s)
Frank L. Coffey and Joyce Coffey
5. Current Owner(s) Mailing Address(es)
2 Shenecossett Lane, Pinehurst, NC 28374
6. Appraised Value of the Property (a copy of the most recent tax card will suffice)
$1,327,400 (Frank A. Linney House)
$129,500 (former Linney Law Office)
7. Date of Construction
The Frank A. Linney House was originally built in 1894. During the early part of
the twentieth century, the house was expanded significantly, in 1915-16 and again
circa 1926, with minor additions to the rear in the mid-twentieth century. The
former Linney Law Office was built in 1923. The property also contains a former
washhouse outbuilding that was likely built circa 1902.
8. Historical Significance
Areas of Significance:

Criterion B: Association with Frank Linney
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Criterion C: Architecture
Period of Significance:

1894-1928

II. Brief Statement of Significance
The Frank A. Linney House and the former Linney Law Office are significant
under Criterion B for their association with Frank A. Linney (June 29, 1874-June
29, 1928), a prominent Boone attorney and politician who served as a prosecuting
attorney for both the State of North Carolina and the United States government,
and was selected as the state chairman of the Republican Party in North Carolina.
He was the son of Colonel Romulus Z. Linney, a powerful North Carolina US
Congressman during the late nineteenth century.
The Frank A. Linney House and the former Linney Law Office are also
significant under Criterion C as remarkably intact examples of early Downtown
Boone residential and commercial architecture. R. L. Councill built the original
1894 portion of the house as a six-room dwelling, but after purchasing the house
in 1902, Linney greatly expanded the house in 1915-16 and again circa 1926,
adding numerous Craftsman and Queen Anne elements that reflected his
improving financial circumstances. The former Linney Law Office, meanwhile, is
an exceedingly rare example of an earlier twentieth-century, stacked fieldstone,
commercial building located at the heart of the Downtown Boone business
district.
Both buildings, which are located on adjoining parcels, retain an impressive
degree of integrity. The early twentieth-century washhouse located adjacent to the
Frank A. Linney House, meanwhile, is believed to be the only surviving domestic
outbuilding in Boone’s Downtown Business District, reflecting a period when
domestic and commercial architecture were closely intermingled in the
developing town, prior to the rapid modernization of the town between 1930 and
1970. The washhouse also retains an unusually high degree of integrity for a
domestic outbuilding in the historic core of Boone.
The property to be designated includes the Frank A. Linney House, the former
Linney Law Office, the washhouse, and all land included in the two parcels
containing these properties, all of which are historically associated with Frank A.
Linney.
III. Architectural Description
The Frank A. Linney House is located in the heart of downtown Boone, North
Carolina. It is set back slightly from the main West King Street thoroughfare on a
hill on the north side of the street.1 The neighboring buildings date to the first half
1

The Linney House lot is actually oriented from south-southwest to north-northeast, perpendicular to West King and
Queen Streets, which generally run west to east but run west-northwest to east-southeast at this point in both roads.
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of the twentieth century. Directly across Linney Street, a cross street running
north-south between Queen Street and West King Street, is the WPA-era Boone
Post Office building, which was designated as a local historic landmark in 2016.
Across West King Street is a large row of early twentieth-century commercial
buildings and the 1980s Boone Fire Department. The former Linney Law Office
sits on King Street at the foot of the hill. Concrete stairs lead up from the street to
the main house through the large front yard. The yard features several large and
significant maple trees as well as a perimeter fence with stacked native stone
posts. A native stone retaining wall of undulating height runs nearly the full
length of the east side of the property alongside Linney Street. A set of native
stone steps with native stone cheek walls interrupts this retaining wall and rises
from Linney Street to the yard of the property just to the south of a two-story,
native stone outbuilding (referred to by the present owner as the washhouse)
located near the northeast corner of the property. This washhouse was built circa
1902 and was initially used for laundry and food storage. The interior ceiling of
this small building features graffiti from dozens of Boone residents, who often
gathered there with the Linney and Coffey occupants of the property to discuss
local politics. A curved, asphalt driveway exists along the Queen Street side of the
building.

First floor footprint of the Frank A. Linney House, with original 1894 portion shaded in yellow.

In essence, the house faces south-southwest toward West King Street. For simplicity’s sake, though, basic cardinal
directions (north, south, east, west) are used in this architectural description in order to avoid confusion, with south
corresponding to the main elevation of the house facing West King Street.
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The Frank A. Linney House is a two-story, side-gabled, L-shaped, wood frame
residence with a fieldstone foundation, with additions to the front and in the
corner of the L that make the house initially difficult to “read.” The original
portion of the house, completed in 1894 by its owner, Richard Lenoir (R. L.)
Councill (April 17, 1864-October 2, 1895), consisted of a one and a half-story,
four-bay, front-gabled section facing Queen Street (see the circa 1905 Historic
Boone image taken from the northwest), with a one and a half-story L, perhaps
with a complex roofline that may have included a south-facing dormer of some
type, expanding to the east.2 The original front door for this 1894 version was
tucked in the corner of the L, facing north toward Queen Street, and still survives
in the interior of the present house.

Detail from a circa 1905 image of the Frank A. Linney House (background) as it appeared prior
to modifications in 1915-16. The former spring house is visible at rear. The J. D. “Crack”
Councill House, which stood on the extant 1938 Boone U. S. Post Office site, is visible at right.
The house in the foreground is the first iteration of the J. M. and Ida Moretz House. The shadow
of the chimney on the north roofline of the east L suggests an odd configuration that has not been
successfully decoded. Image courtesy of the Historic Boone Collection, Watauga County Public
Library (1.19.1).

2

“Local News,” Watauga Democrat, September 13, 1894: 3. The ca. 1905 Historic Boone Collection image taken
from the northwest suggests that the front two bays of the west elevation were shorter than the current length of the
front two bays, and the placement of the chimney visible in that image also suggests a difference in the depth of the
footprint of the southern portion of the house from how they appear today. Linney-Coffey family members continue
to insist that the front two rooms of the first floor were added to the house in 1915-16, and materials used in these
rooms suggest a much higher quality of interior design (including pocket doors to both first floor, southern rooms)
than what appears in the known portions of the 1894 house. Our suspicion is that the 1894 version of the two
southern rooms on the first floor, located as they were in what was the “back” of the house at that time, were
probably either small bedrooms or other support rooms for the house, rather than the grand rooms they are today,
and that the 1915-16 expansion actually widened these rooms toward West King Street. Two unusual bulges, or
“seams,” in the plaster of the central hallway, flush with the north edge of both pocket door sets, also suggest that
this was the original location of the back wall of the first floor of the house. Unfortunately, no clear images of the
south, east, or north sides of the house from before 1915-16, which would be helpful in solving this mystery, are
known to survive. As for the roofline of the east L portion of the 1894 house, the shadow of the chimney on the east
L portion suggests that some sort of south-facing dormer existed—not the present one—and that the east end of the
house was also gabled.
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Linney purchased the house in 1902, and in 1915, Linney hired contractors Ed G.
Farthing and Joe C. Hodges to substantially expand the house and thus create the
main block of the present house, including the two front rooms and the center hall
with its side-set staircase on the first floor, the four rooms on the second floor, as
well as the wraparound porch facing West King St. and wrapping onto the east
elevation (see circa 1916 J. J. Coffey postcard showing the house obscured by
trees, with porch visible). Linney appears to have added the west bay
configuration and its upper dormer that are currently extant at that time as well.
This work was completed in early 1916.3 It was likely during the 1915-16
expansion that Linney incorporated the building’s dominant Craftsman and Queen
Anne elements in the end gables and prominent front dormer on the south
elevation. In 1920, Linney added the landscape elements, including the long set of
steps with cheek walls coming up from West King Street and the perimeter fence
with its stout, stacked stone posts (see circa 1920 image of the Linney
Homestead). It’s likely that the east retaining wall and steps near the washhouse
were added at that time as well.4
Today, the imposing south elevation reads as the front of the house. A large
wraparound porch with columns dominates the south and east elevations of the
house. Two brick chimneys rise from the ridge of the roof on the main (1915)
block of the house, while a third brick chimney rises from the ridge of the original
1894 kitchen section of the home. Nearly the entire roof of the house is clad in
green, asphalt shingles, save for the roof of the circa 1926 addition on the south
elevation, which is clad in rubber.

3

Past surveys of the property, contained in NC SHPO Survey File WT0582, offer wildly divergent dates for
alterations to the house. Notes taken in 1988 suggest that the wraparound porch, the second story, and the front two
rooms of the house were added in 1914, while the “new room” at the northeast corner of the house was added in
1930. The full survey text, however, relies on an interview with Margaret Linney Coffey—Frank Linney’s
daughter—to suggest that the original house consisted of the middle two rooms with a central stair going to the
rooms above. Under this scenario, the house was expanded first to the front, including the wraparound porch, in
1910, then expanded to the back in 1926, when the kitchen portion was added. The notes for this narrative, however,
suggest that the front rooms and central hallway were added in 1920. Whether these inconsistencies were a problem
of poor memory on Margaret Linney Coffey’s part or poor notetaking on the surveyors’ part is not clear, but none of
these explanations fully fits with available historic photographs of the house or the architectural evidence displayed
by the property itself. That said, two brief news items appeared in the Watauga Democrat describing the expansion
of the house. The first, on October 14, 1915, read, “Contractors Ed. G. Farthing and Joe C. Hodges, began some
very considerable changes on the residence of Atty. Frank A. Linney on Monday morning. The home as it was has
been considered one of the very prettiest in this community, and with the contemplated changes, it will certainly be a
beauty.” See “Town and Country,” Watauga Democrat, October 14, 1915: 3. The other, on April 20, 1916, stated,
“The beautiful residence of Attorney Frank A. Linney, recently completed by Contra[c]tors Farthing & Hodges, who
did a most acceptable piece of work, is now being painted by Mr. T. J. Sullivan, one of the best workmen in his line
to be found anywhere in this part of the State.” See “Town and Country,” Watauga Democrat, April 20, 1916: 3.
The landscape elements came later, as described in a 1920 news item: “Attorney Frank A. Linney is making a pretty
improvement on his property—a cement walk leading from the street up the hill to his handsome residence.” See
“Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, July 29, 1920: 3. The rear addition appears to have been added prior to 1928,
when it appeared as part of the house configuration on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. map drawn that year.
4
“Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, July 29, 1920: 3.
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The south or main elevation, added 1915, presents a grand appearance to those
approaching up the steps from West King Street, and the large wraparound porch
supported by columns dominates the first floor of the house. This porch features a
wide, hip-roofed covering that wraps around to the east elevation. This porch is
reached from the front concrete path by a concrete stoop with stone cheek walls
capped with concrete, and this pathway extends all the way down the south lawn
to the public sidewalk at West King Street. The porch offers five Doric order
columns along its southern perimeter, while the wall under the porch is covered
with tongue-and-groove weatherboard. The porch ceiling is also clad in tongueand-groove weatherboard and surrounded by a pronounced curtain also composed
of tongue-and-groove weatherboard, which rests on the aforementioned columns.
The porch roof overhang features exposed rafters under the eaves, although an
exposed fascia board encloses the otherwise open porch rafter tails. The porch
floor is composed of simple wooden planks painted green, some of which have
been replaced over the years due to deterioration. The area under the porch is
enclosed with a board and batten pattern of tongue-and-groove weatherboard
resting on a concrete foundation.

Detail from the January 1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. map,
Showing the Linney house in its 1915-16 configuration plus part
of the rear addition, with the old spring house just to the north.
The one-story frame building to the north of that is believed to be
Linney’s first law office, described in May 1923 as having been
moved “to a back lot” to allow for the stacked native stone law
office on West King Street (indicated in blue). Note that the 1902
washhouse is not visible on this Sanborn map.

The main entrance on the south elevation is a single, one light, three-paneled door
with a transom and a simple wooden surround. The entrance and its transom are
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covered by an aluminum storm door and aluminum storm window, respectively.
The entrance is flanked by single, one-over-one, double-hung sash windows with
simple wooden surrounds evenly spaced between the entrance and the building’s
east and west ends. The second floor of the south elevation, meanwhile, offers a
stunning Craftsman-style dormer consisting of two bays of double, thirteen-overone, single-hung sashes with simple wooden surrounds, in which the smaller,
fixed, upper sash displays a Queen Anne glazing pattern. The dormer is clad on
all three sides in Queen Anne-style wooden shingles and has three exposed
brackets, while under its eaves on the east and west sides are exposed rafters. As
previously mentioned, this dormer, the hip-roofed porch, and the main roof of the
house are all clad in green asphalt shingles.

Detail from the June 1947 Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. map,
Showing the Linney house in its 1915-16 configuration plus part
of the rear addition, with the old spring house just to the north.
The one-story frame building to the north, which is believed to have
been Linney’s original law office, has expanded. Note that the circa
1902 washhouse is visible on this Sanborn map.

The east elevation continues the wraparound porch with its above-mentioned
features, displaying three Doric order columns. The porch terminates halfway
around the 1915 expansion of the house, directly under the midpoint of the
second-story gable end. A small set of wooden stairs descends from the north end
of the porch to the lawn. The southeast end of the porch has an unusual gable end,
differentiating it from the rest of the hip-style roof, with the area under the gable
clad in wooden shingles. The first floor of the east elevation has two window bays
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in the 1915 portion of the house. The southern bay is a single, one-over-one,
double-hung sash window with a simple wooden surround, while the northern bay
is a double window set of one-over-one, double-hung sash, wooden windows with
a simple wooden surround. The second floor offers two single, centrally located,
nineteen-over-one, single-hung sash windows in the aforementioned Queen Anne
style. Five exposed brackets are under the eaves, and roof decking for the eaves is
exposed from underneath. At the rear, or north side, of the 1915 portion of the
house is an addition that was reportedly added circa 1926. The east elevation of
this addition features a small, boarded-over, one-over-one window that was
probably added as in-fill to close up the original open porch between the L of the
original house and the 1926 addition, followed by a double set of one-over-one,
double-hung sash windows, all with simple wooden surrounds. The double set of
windows is covered with storm windows. Both portions are clad in tongue-andgroove weatherboard of differing widths.
The north elevation of the 1915 expansion includes a large, shed roof dormer on
the second story, with two thirteen-over-one, single-hung sash windows in the
aforementioned Queen Anne style. Above this dormer, the two chimney stacks
are clearly visible as they rise above the apex of the 1915 roof, revealing that each
chimney is quite different from the other. The east chimney is rectangular and
composed of an orange brick with a three-course corbel collar just below its cap.
The west chimney is a more stunted rectangle of reddish, multi-colored brick with
a three-course corbel collar just below its cap. The north elevation of the eastern,
circa 1926, shed-roof addition is clad in tongue-and-groove weatherboard with a
single, one-over-one, double-hung sash window covered by a storm window and
framed by a simple wooden surround at the center of the addition. Immediately
right of the window is a single, wooden door entry with an aluminum storm door.
This addition then transitions into another small addition (pantry) of unknown
date that runs along the east wall of the original 1894 kitchen. The east wall of
this small addition contains two small, two-light sashes that actually lift into the
exterior wall. The north elevation of this pantry addition is featureless, other than
the tongue-and-groove weatherboard with which the entire pantry addition is clad.
The original, one and a half-story, front-gabled kitchen section of the 1894 house
dominates the remainder of the north elevation, while a small, shed-roofed
sunroom addition of unknown date projects to the north from the original kitchen
area, occupying what was originally a small porch area added at an unknown date
to the 1894 house.5 The east elevation of this sunroom addition has a double bay
of one-over-one, double-hung sash windows with a simple wooden surround and
aluminum storm windows. Its north elevation, meanwhile has a single, six-light,
paneled door covered by an aluminum storm door, with three evenly spaced, oneover-one, double-hung sash windows with aluminum storm windows to the right
of the door. The roof of this sunroom addition is clad in green, asphalt shingles
like those found elsewhere on most of the house. Above the sunroom roof, the
gable end of the 1894 kitchen is clad in tongue-and-groove weatherboard with a
5

This porch is not visible in the circa 1905 Historic Boone Collection image taken from the northwest.
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single, four-over-four, double-hung sash, wooden window with a simple wooden
surround located under the apex of the gable. The gable features somewhat
prominent cornice returns.
The west elevation of the house, reading from north to south along the first floor,
features a single, boarded-over window on the sunroom extension. Moving onto
the kitchen and dining room sections of the 1894 house, there is a single, oneover-one, double-hung sash, wooden window with an aluminum storm window
and simple wooden surround located at the center of the original kitchen section
of the house, which is otherwise clad in tongue-and-groove weatherboard. The
dining room section features a triple projecting bay, with each face of the bay
containing a single, one-over-one, double hung sash, wooden window with an
aluminum storm window and a simple wooden surround. The rest of the bay is
clad in tongue-and-groove weatherboard with a decorative trim band dividing the
bay from its projecting side gable above. A single, one-over-one, double-hung
sash, wooden window with a simple wooden surround is located in the area
beneath the gable, which is also clad with tongue-and-groove weatherboard. This
window is unusual in that it extends below the gable base, interrupting the
decorative trim band and extending onto the face of the center portion of the bay
below. Linney liked added these features—the bay and its dormer above—in
1915. Meanwhile, a chimney rises from the apex of the 1894 section of the house
and displays an unusual collared base with another three-course corbel collar just
below the chimney cap. The remainder of the west elevation, consisting of the
1915 expansion of the house, is essentially identical to what is found on the east
elevation, minus the porch wraparound. What appears to be a crawlspace access
point is located along the west elevation of the 1915 expansion, although the
access point could not be entered.
Adjacent to the Frank A. Linney House are several structures, at least four of
which contribute to the significance of the property. The first is a small, threesided fire pit composed of natural stone, date unknown, located on the west side
of the house. The second structure is what is believed to be the original, first
Watauga County Courthouse well (circa 1849), which does not extend above
grade but remains uncapped and accessible with the owner’s permission. The well
is still functioning and is capped by a square, wooden well stand, winch, and
bucket mechanism (1978). A long, rectangular, concrete slab has been erected
around the well area as a picnic spot, and a side-gabled, wooden pavilion has been
erected on top of the slab (1978) using timbers from the old spring house that
used to stand on the site around the well.
The third contributing structure is the long, native stone, retaining wall of
undulating height that runs nearly the full length of the east side of the property
alongside Linney Street. A set of native stone steps with native stone cheek walls
interrupts this retaining wall and rises from Linney Street to the yard of the
property just to the south of a two-story, native stone outbuilding (referred to by
the present owner as the washhouse) located near the northeast corner of the
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property. At its southeast corner, this retaining wall wraps onto West King Street,
continuing as a very low, curb-like wall along the West King Street sidewalk. It,
too, is interrupted by a set of natural stone and concrete steps with natural stone
cheek walls that rise from West King Street to the concrete pathway to the main
south entrance to the house. At the top of these steps, the cheek walls connect to a
fence of metal rails with stout, stacked stone posts placed approximately every ten
feet along the south edge of the property. As a result, this set of landscaping
features reads as one continuous structure along the east and south edges of the
property.
The last significant structure is the stone washhouse building located at the
northeast end of the property. Family tradition holds that it was built circa 1902,
although verification of this date is nearly impossible. A building that appears to
resemble the washhouse is visible in the circa 1905 Historic Boone Collection
image taken from the northwest, offset behind the spring house, but the structure
was not shown on the 1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. map. In any case, the
washhouse for many years was a gathering site for the significant male citizens of
Boone and their male guests (as well as a handful of women), many of whom
wrote their names on the plaster ceiling of the upper floor of the washhouse.
Signatures date back at least to 1947. While a roof leak did damage a portion of
this ceiling a number of years ago, necessitating partial replacement with drywall,
the vast majority of the signatures nevertheless survive on the remaining portions
of the ceiling located under the west roof slope. The lower level of the washhouse,
meanwhile, was used for many years as a root cellar, then later as a makeshift
residence for workers Conrad Cox and George Rowe during the mid-twentieth
century, but it is not currently in use.
The washhouse is a small, rectangular, side-gabled structure made of stacked
native stone and capped with an asphalt shingle roof. The west elevation provides
access via three concrete block steps to the upper floor through a wooden door
that is shielded by a small, shed-roof overhang. An interior chimney penetrates
the roof at the north end of the structure, with a single corbel collar band about
halfway up the stack. The north, gabled end of the washhouse features a small,
wooden awning window that lifts into the root cellar. The rest of this elevation is
the bare stacked native stone up to the gable section, with tongue-and-groove
weatherboard under the gable. The east elevation is entirely of stacked native
stone with a small, two-over-two, double-hung sash, wooden window at the center
of the upper floor. Small slats of scrap iron have been attached over the window
opening as a security measure. The south end of the washhouse is quite similar to
the north end, except that the door to the root cellar occupies the space where the
window is on the north end. A slatted shed door that has been badly damaged
covers the wooden door to the root cellar.
The former Linney Law Office, extant on West King Street to the southwest of
the Frank A. Linney House, is a square, two-story, hip roofed, fieldstone building
with hidden mortar that was completed in December 1923. When originally built,

Frank A. Linney House and Former Linney Law Office--13

the lower level of this building served as a garage for the Frank A. Linney House,
while Linney used the upper level for his professional law office. The south
(main) elevation features a central, entrance with large, plate glass windows on
either side, an arrangement that was added at least by the late 1940s, when Palmer
Blair had his photo studio shop in this space. All windows feature a simple
wooden trim. An aluminum, shed roof awning, added sometime after 1950,
covers this front façade. The second story features two five-over-one, single-hung
sash windows with fixed, Craftsman style upper sashes. An unusual fieldstone
pilaster directly above the first floor entrance separates these windows, while
broader pilasters frame the southwest and southeast corners.
A concrete stairwell with a concrete cheek wall on the west side and a natural
stone cheek wall on the east rises with the elevation on the east side of the
building to the second floor entrance, terminating in a concrete patio. The second
floor of the east elevation is also of stacked native stone and continues the wide
pilaster treatment at its corners, offering a centrally located single wooden door
with three lights. A scar in the asphalt shingle roofing material on the east side
(near the southeast corner) and a stack of concrete blocks on the patio suggest that
some sort of object was once attached in this location, although it was almost
certainly not original to the building. A prominent, rectangular, stacked native
stone chimney rises from the east roof face near the northeast corner and is
capped with metal flashing. An additional ventilation stack rises near the apex of
the hipped roof on the east face.
The north elevation is of native stacked stone and repeats the corner pilaster
treatment. It also features two additional Craftsman-style windows at the second
floor level that are like those found on the south elevation. The first floor is built
into the hill and is thus unobservable. A late 1980s building to the west obscures
the west elevation, but images from the 1988 survey of the property, when this
building to the west was just beginning construction, show stacked native stone
resting on a concrete foundation between the northwest and southwest stacked
native stone pilasters. A small window opening was visible near the center of the
elevation at the lower level, perhaps containing an air conditioner. An air
conditioning unit fills that space today, as seen from the inside of the ground-floor
shop.
III. Historical Background
Frank A. Linney House and the former Linney Law Office
The land on which the Frank A. Linney House and the former Linney Law Office
sit was originally part of the 50 acres donated by Ransom Hayes and Jordan
Councill, Jr., for the establishment of the first Watauga County Courthouse.6 This
6

John Preston Arthur, A History of Watauga County, North Carolina: with Sketches of Prominent Families
(Richmond: Everett Waddey Co., 1915), 115. Each man donated 25 acres.
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courthouse burned on March 29, 1873, prompting the construction of a second
courthouse on the northeast corner of West King and Water Streets, about one
block to the west of the former Linney Law Office.7 The well currently located on
the Frank A. Linney House property is believed to be the original courthouse
well, dating to the property’s use by the county.8 Following the courthouse fire,
the county commissioners sold the former courthouse property as two distinct
parcels to Thomas J. Coffey and W. C. Coffey in 1877.9 By February 1891, the
Coffeys had reached an agreement with R. L. Councill for the sale of the vast
majority of the parcel, save for a 25’ X 25’ outparcel at the southeast corner of the
lot, which they had previously sold to J. F. Spainhour.10
It was likely shortly thereafter that R. L. Councill began building the first version
of the Frank A. Linney House, consisting of the one and a half-story, six-room,
front-gabled, L-shaped building that faced Queen Street. This house was
completed sometime in Fall 1894, when a news item in the Watauga Democrat
announced, “Collector R. L. Councill is now having the finishing touches put on
his handsome residence. When completed, it cannot be surpassed for beauty and
convenience.”11 On May 23, 1895, Thomas J. Coffey, his wife Mollie, and W. C.
Coffey acknowledged receipt of full payment under the 1891 deed, officially
transferring the property to R. L. Councill. This deed also reflected the boundary
change created by the Spainhour outparcel sale.12 That same day, R. L. Councill
and his wife Cora secured a mortgage on the property. Less than six months later,
though, on October 2, 1895, Richard Lenoir Councill was dead from tuberculosis,
just 31 years old, leaving behind his wife and their only surviving child.13 Cora
Councill almost immediately rented the house to James C. Horton, but she
appears to have returned to the house several months later.14 Then, in April 1901,
Cora Councill again rented out the house, this time to Frank A. Linney, an
attorney from Taylorsville who had been seeking a suitable place to live in Boone
for months.15

7

Arthur, History of Watauga County, 126.
Tom Van Winkle, Historic Site Survey, WT0582 (Frank A. Linney House), October 2002, North Carolina State
Historic Preservation Office, Asheville, NC.
9
The transaction involving the future Frank A. Linney House and Linney Law Office property was Joseph H. Mast,
Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners of Watauga County to Thomas J. and W. C. Coffey, August 6,
1877, Watauga County Registry of Deeds, Deed Book F, Page 534.
10
T. J. and W. C. Coffey to R. L. Councill, February 24, 1891, Watauga County Registry of Deeds, Deed Book O,
page 248. This transaction called for the lot—which was valued at $175, suggesting that no house was yet on the
parcel—to be paid for in three payments over eighteen months. The Spainhour parcel was described in this deed as
having been sold previously and “enclosed by a plank fence.” Despite an exhaustive search, no deed was apparently
recorded for the sale of this small parcel to Spainhour or Spainhour’s subsequent sale of the property.
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“Local News,” Watauga Democrat, September 13, 1894: 3.
12
Thomas J. Coffey, Mollie Coffey, and W. C. Coffey to R. L. Councill, May 23, 1895, Watauga County Registry
of Deeds, Deed Book S, Page 274.
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“Local News,” Watauga Democrat, November 7, 1895: 3.
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At very far right, behind the tree, in this circa 1905 image is an oblique view of the west elevation
of the Frank A. Linney House, with the J. M. and Ida Moretz House at center. The small structure
to the rear is likely the spring house. Detail from “Boone, N.C., Altitude 3,332 Ft.,” J. J. Coffey
Postcard, Bobby Brendell Postcard Collection (Bob-Bre-2-117), Courtesy of Digital Watauga.

It’s not entirely clear what went wrong then, but Cora Councill appears to have
stopped making payments on the house shortly after Linney moved in, prompting
a default and foreclosure on the mortgage.16 The mortgagee, Bettie A. Folk, then
auctioned the property at the courthouse on July 14, 1902, conveying the property
to its purchaser, James Bryan, on August 6, 1902.17 Three days later, James H.
Bryan sold the entire property to Frank A. Linney, citing a property boundary that
somehow incorporated the Spainhour outparcel, even though this had not been
part of the courthouse sale.18 This necessitated a complex court intervention in
August 1905, whereby Watauga County Commissioner J. C. Fletcher auctioned
this Spainhour outparcel (described as the “Spainhour Office Lot”) on behalf of
Cora Councill to W. L. Bryan.19 W. L. Bryan in turn sold the “Spainhour Office
Lot in the corner of F. A. Linney’s yard” to Frank A. Linney on January 16, 1906,
thus reuniting the entirety of the half-portion of the courthouse lot sold in 1877.20

16

“Notice,” Watauga Democrat, June 12, 1902: 2.
Bettie A. Folk, Mortgage of Caldwell County, North Carolina, to James Bryan, August 6, 1902, Watauga County
Registry of Deeds, Deed Book Z, Page 374. This transaction was incorrectly recorded in the Registry Index as
involving the “R. T. Councill Home Place.”
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James H. Bryan to F. A. Linney, August 9, 1902, Watauga County Registry of Deeds, Deed Book Y, Page 192.
19
J. C. Fletcher, Commissioner, to W. L. Bryan, August 8, 1905, Watauga County Registry of Deeds, Deed Book 5,
Page 25.
20
W. L. Bryan to F. A. Linney, January 16, 1906, Watauga County Registry of Deeds, Deed Book 4, Page 259.
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The Frank A. Linney House, ca. 1916. Detail from “Boone, N.C.,
Altitude, 3,332 ft. Highest County Site East of the Rockies,” J. J.
Coffey Postcard, Bobby Brendell Postcard Collection (Bob-Bre-2-114),
Courtesy of Digital Watauga. Note that the wraparound porch is
present but the walkway to King Street is not.

Shortly after his purchase of the land in 1902, Linney likely built the stone
washhouse located at the northeast corner of the property.21 Beginning on October
11, 1915, contractors Edward G. Farthing and Joe C. Hodges “began some very
considerable changes” on Linney’s house.22 These modifications, which included
the addition of two first floor rooms and a wraparound porch on the south
elevation, plus four rooms on a new second floor, were completed by April 1916
and incorporated Craftsman and Queen Anne elements that greatly changed the
appearance of the house, to great accolades from the community.23 In July 1920,
Linney further improved the appearance of the property, adding a cement
walkway with native stone cheek walls along pathway staircases and a perimeter
fence with native stone posts along the West King Street side of the property, a
change that was welcomed by the community as “a pretty improvement…to his
handsome residence.”24 The house was further modified circa 1926, when Linney
added an extra room on the Queen Street side of the house. A pantry area was
added at an unknown date after 1947, while the former back porch off the kitchen
was enclosed at an unknown date later in the twentieth century.25

21

Deborah Thompson and Elizabeth Stevens, Historic Site Survey, WT0582 (Frank A. Linney House), August 19,
1988. A photograph in the Historic Boone Collection at the Watauga County Library (2.92.1) contains writing on
the reverse that suggests an earlier date of construction, but no other evidence for this has been found. A building
resembling the washhouse does appear offset and behind the spring house in the circa 1905 Historic Boone
Collection image taken from the northwest, but the washhouse does not appear on the 1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance
Co. map.
22
“Town and County,” Watauga Democrat, October 14, 1915: 3.
23
“Town and County,” Watauga Democrat, April 20, 1916: 3. The house was painted by T. J. Sullivan.
24
“Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, July 29, 1920: 3.
25
Thompson and Stevens, Historic Site Survey, WT0582 (Frank A. Linney House), August 19, 1988.
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The Frank A. Linney House, circa 1920. Image from the Appalachian State University Digital
Collections, copy of original from the privately held Frank Coffey Collection. Image used courtesy
of Frank Coffey.

In May 1923, Linney began work on his latest addition to the property—“a more
stately and modern building” to replace the law office he had been using. Erected
at the southwest corner of his property along West King Street, the new, twostory, stacked native stone building with hidden mortar and a hip roof was
completed in early December 1923. A local news item described the building as
“one of the most unique and splendidly constructed buildings yet erected in our
growing town. The walls are of solid stone masonry—surface rock—while the
floors of the first story are of concrete and used as a private garage. The offices on
the second floor are plastered throughout, save the gum ceiling. Truly the ‘Little
Rock House’ is a thing of beauty.”26 Following Linney’s death in 1928, the
building held numerous occupants throughout the twentieth century and up to the
present day, with the first floor of the building being converted to a shop space
sometime before 1950, when Palmer Blair’s photo studio occupied the first floor
for several years. Other than a presumed modification of the south elevation of the
first floor from a garage bay to the storefront configuration seen at Palmer’s Photo
Shop sometime before 1950, and a change from the French door entrance seen
circa 1950 to the single door entrance seen today, the building is otherwise nearly
unchanged since its construction in 1923.

26

“Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, May 17, 1923: 5; “Local Affairs, Town and County,” Watauga Democrat,
December 6, 1923: 5.
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The former Linney Law Office, circa 1950, when it housed Palmer’s Photo Shop in the former
garage space and Jo’s Beauty Shoppe in Linney’s old office space. Image is courtesy of Historic
Boone Collection, Watauga County Public Library.

Frank A. Linney
Frank A. Linney (June 29, 1874-June 29, 1928) was a prominent attorney,
politician, and community leader in Boone from 1901 until 1928.27 A native of
Taylorsville, in Alexander County, North Carolina, Linney first moved to Boone
in 1901, where he established a thriving law practice.28 Linney was the son of
Dorens Stevenson Linney and Romulus Z. Linney, a powerful North Carolina
politician during the late nineteenth century who purchased Tater Hill in Watauga
County as a summer home, thus introducing Frank A. Linney to the area. Linney
completed his undergraduate education at Trinity College (later Duke University),
then studied law in Morganton, North Carolina, with Judge A. C. Avery, the
former dean of Trinity College Law School. He was licensed to practice law in
1898, and he opened a real estate agency in Boone in 1901, with Linney acting as
attorney for the firm. By January 1902, Linney was also advertising generally as
27

J. Daniel Pezzoni, ed., The Architectural History of Watauga County, North Carolina (Boone, NC: Watauga
County Historical Society, 2009), 301.
28
“Local News,” Watauga Democrat, April 11, 1901: 3. Numerous articles and advertisements in the Watauga
Democrat document that breadth of influence that his law practice had on Boone and Watauga County between
1901 and 1928.
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an attorney at law, with an office located in the Bryan Hotel in Boone.29 In private
life, Linney was married to Mary Hessie Matheson in January 1900, by whom he
had five children.30
His life-long commitment and participation in North Carolina politics and the
practice of law made him both a well-known and well-respected figure in Boone
and North Carolina. Linney served as the Eighth Judicial District Solicitor in
North Carolina from 1906 to 1914, then was appointed by President Warren G.
Harding as the US District Attorney for the Western District of North Carolina in
1921, a position he resigned in December 1927 as part of an effort to secure a
federal judgeship. When this effort failed, Linney elected to retire from political
life to private practice in January 1928.31 Linney was also the Republican
candidate for North Carolina governor in 1916 (losing to Thomas Walter Bickett)
and served as chairman of the North Carolina Republican Executive Committee
from 1913 to 1921.32 Linney was also active in numerous civic endeavors. He was
a trustee of multiple universities, including Appalachian State Normal School
(now Appalachian State University), as well as a Royal Arch Mason.33 After his
death in 1928, which occurred in his house, he was remembered for his
commitment to the region. An article in the Watauga Democrat eulogized him
with the words: “His interest in the advancement of his town and county had not
waned and every move for their improvement was given his loyal support.”34
Frank Linney’s commitment to Boone and Watauga County lasted for much of his
adult life, and he helped shape the region during a time of dramatic change and
growth.
IV. Historical Significance
The Frank A. Linney House and the Linney Law Office are significant under
Criterion B at the local level for their direct association with Frank A. Linney.
Linney was a statesman, lawyer, and public servant for much of his adult life. On
the occasion of his death in 1928 the local paper in Boone wrote, “Probably no
greater shock has ever been registered in this section than that which accompanied
29
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his passing.”35 Linney was the US Attorney for Western North Carolina, a lawyer,
and a prominent citizen in Boone. His father, Romulus Zachariah Linney, was a
Congressman and State Senator for North Carolina in the later part of the
nineteenth century. Linney sat on numerous boards and was a trustee of numerous
universities. He worked tirelessly for the town and county and was a wellrespected individual, as evidenced by the hundreds who attended his funeral and
the numerous articles eulogizing Linney in papers throughout the state.36
Linney purchased the 1894 house on the property, built by R. L. Councill, in
1902, shortly after he moved to Boone and established his law practice. Over the
next 26 years, he made dramatic improvements to the property befitting both
Linney’s improving financial circumstances and political influence as well as the
dramatic transformation of the core of Downtown Boone that began in the mid
1920s. His construction of a new law office building on his property in 1923,
coupled with his construction in 1925 of the massive, and still extant, commercial
block of buildings directly across the street from his home, reflects Linney’s
direct role in the transition of Boone from a sleepy backcountry town into the
thriving commercial center for Watauga County.37 The Frank A. Linney House
and the former Linney Law Office are the most obvious and direct representations
of Linney’s life and influence within the Town of Boone, thus justifying their
designation as a local historic landmark based on their association with Frank A.
Linney.
The Frank A. Linney House and the Linney Law Office are also significant under
Criterion C at the local level as outstanding representations of the domestic and
commercial architecture of the historic core of Downtown Boone during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The original portion of the Frank A.
Linney House was built in 1894, making it one of the oldest surviving residential
buildings in Watauga County and almost certainly the oldest surviving example of
purpose-built, domestic architecture in Downtown Boone.38 Linney completed a
major alteration to the 1894 house in 1915-16, utilizing the skills of local
contractors Edward G. Farthing and Joe C. Hodges, but these additions were
architecturally sophisticated for Boone and appropriate for the time, and they
largely retain their integrity today.39 Craftsman and Queen Anne style elements in
the wraparound porch and the dormer windows on the second floor are all extant.
35
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Modest alterations made to the post-1915 rear of the home circa 1926 and again at
a later date were appropriate to the existing architecture of the house and do not
make an adverse impact on the integrity of the house. Indeed, taken as a whole,
the Frank A. Linney House retains a startlingly high degree of integrity in terms
of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association. The house
appears largely as it did at the time of Linney’s death, retains most of its original
materials, still retains its original context as a residence, and is still owned by
Linney’s descendants.
Similarly, the former Linney Law Office is also significant under Criterion C at
the local level as an outstanding example of early native stone, commercial
architecture in Downtown Boone. Built as Linney’s professional law office
property (garage on the first floor, law office upstairs), the building is largely
unchanged from its 1923 construction.40 The stacked native stone construction
and craftsman style windows on its second floor are eye-catching elements in
comparison to the otherwise conventional, brick, commercial block buildings
from the 1920s and 1930s that are still extant on King Street. Aside from changes
to the first floor garage bay of the south elevation that likely occurred shortly after
Linney’s death (and certainly by the late 1940s), when the first floor was
converted to commercial space, the Linney Law Office building also retains a
startling level of integrity. It is also believed to be the oldest surviving example of
stacked native stone commercial architecture in Downtown Boone.
Finally, the former washhouse (circa 1902) at the northeast end of the property
remains a two-story fieldstone building built into the hill, with space still divided
between its washhouse space on the upper floor and its root cellar below, which
sometimes served as a residence for workers, including Conrad Cox and George
Bowers during the mid-twentieth century. The exterior of the building has been
largely untouched, and it remains a relic of the early twentieth century prior to the
technological advances of the twentieth century in regards to food storage and
washing. Also of contributing significance are the former Watauga County
Courthouse well that still survives on the property (and which may have
archaeological potential) and the modest, three-sided, stacked native stone fire pit
from the early twentieth century that survives on the west side of the house.
V. Property Included in the Local Landmark Designation
The proposed Local Landmark boundary includes the two tax parcels currently
encompassing the nominated property, all of which is historically associated with
Frank A. Linney and the prior owners of the property dating back to the sale of
this half of the former Watauga County Courthouse lot in 1877. The Frank A.
Linney House, the former Linney Law Office, and the former washhouse, are all
historically associated with the property and with Frank A. Linney. All are extant
at their original sites and have undergone minimal alterations in the years since
40
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Frank A. Linney’s death. All of these buildings should be included within the
boundaries of the designation because of these factors.
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VII. Photographs
The following photographs were taken by Eric Plaag on November 10, 2015, and reflect the
current status and condition of the property.

Figure 1: South set of stairs, looking north toward Linney House.
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Figure 2: South elevation of Linney House from top of first set of stairs, looking north, with
large trees in yard.

Figure 3: South elevation of Linney House, looking north.
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Figure 4: Southwest oblique of Linney House, looking northeast.

Figure 5: South dormer detail, Linney House, looking north.
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Figure 6: Southeast oblique of Linney House, looking northwest.

Figure 7: Northeast oblique of Linney House, looking southwest.
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Figure 8: Northeast oblique of north elevation of Linney House, looking southwest.

Figure 9: North elevation of Linney house with well pavilion, looking south.
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Figure 10: Northwest oblique of west elevation, Linney House, with fire pit, looking southeast.

Figure 11: Main hallway, first floor, looking north from current West King Street entrance
toward original Queen Street entrance, Linney House.
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Figure 12: West middle room, first floor, looking south toward front room, Linney House

Figure 13: Dining room, first floor, looking southeast through west middle room, Linney House
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Figure 14: Second floor hallway, looking south, Linney House

Figure 15: Linney Law Office, south elevation, looking north
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Figure 16: Linney Law Office, northeast oblique, looking southwest

Figure 17: Washhouse, southwest oblique, looking northeast, Linney House property
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Figure 18: Signatures on west ceiling of washhouse, Linney House property

Figure 19: Northeast oblique of washhouse, with Linney House in background, looking
southwest
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Figure 20: Southeast oblique of washhouse with root cellar entry, looking northwest

Figure 21: Looking south down Linney Street, with washhouse, Linney House, and Linney Street
retaining wall visible
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Figure 22: Well pavilion, built using original spring house lumber, looking west, with rear of
Linney House visible

Figure 23: Looking southeast from Linney House toward “Spainhour’s Office Lot” at southeast
corner of property, with Linney Block (1925) on south side of West King Street in the distance
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VIII. Site Plan

Frank A. Linney House and Former Linney Law Office--36

IX. Landmark Boundary
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X. Tax Parcel Maps
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XI. Tax Parcel Information

Frank A. Linney House Tax Parcel Information
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Former Linney Law Office Tax Parcel Information

