Howard Street
While no definitive evidence has been found to attribute the Howard Street name to
Benjamin Howard, it is almost certain that local officials had Benjamin Howard in
mind when they first named the street in the 1910s. While Howard’s home was
actually near Elkville on the Yadkin River, local tradition holds that he herded cattle
in the New River valleys, often using the area near Boone Creek, where he had a
hunting cabin located near the present Daniel Boone with Hunting Dogs statue on the
ASU campus. Nearby Howard’s Knob, just north of Boone, is named for Howard, who
allegedly hid in a cave on the north side of the ridge when American Patriots
pursued him during the American Revolution for his Loyalist allegiances. He later
joined the Patriots’ cause. His daughter, Sallie Howard, married Jordan Councill, Sr.,
an early Boone settler, whose home—the Buck Horn Tree Place—was located just
north of the eastern portion of Howard Street and just west of present-day Coffey
Street.1

1849/1850 Map of Boone laying out the land acquired for the new Watauga County seat. King and
Queen Streets correspond to the present-day streets of the same name. North and South Streets
correspond to present-day Water and Burrell Streets. The alley to the east of the Public Square is
present-day Linney Street. The name of the street at the bottom of the map, which roughly
corresponds to present-day Rivers Street, is lost due to water damage to the map. Note that Howard
Street was not contemplated as a route when the town was laid out. Image from the Historic Boone
Collection, Digital Watauga Project.
John Preston Arthur, A History of Watauga County, North Carolina, (Richmond: Everett Waddey Co.,
1915), 64.
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Present-day Howard Street in Boone is divided into two segments. The first runs
from Burrell Street east through Depot and Appalachian Streets to a loop at the rear
of the Turchin Center for the Visual Arts. The second segment runs from the traffic
circle at the intersection with College Street east to Hardin Street/Blowing Rock
Road. Historically, though, Howard Street has a much more complex history of
development.

W. L. Kerstner plat of E. S. Coffey’s “Appalachia” addition to Boone, 1913. Howard Street runs left to
right through the middle of the plat, with King Street at the top. Hardin Street/Blowing Rock Road is
at the far right edge of the plat. The map’s title is overlaid on the area reserved to the Boone
Cemetery.

The original 1849/1850 map of Boone clearly shows that no such roadway was
contemplated in the original town plan, with the lots on the south side of King Street
extending across Boone Creek to a roadway that was roughly in line with modernday Rivers Street. At least on the western end of what would become Howard Street,
there does not appear to have been any effort to establish a secondary roadway to
the south of the King Street lots until the 1920s; postcard views of this area from
1905 and 1915 show no such route established.2 By contrast, the eastern portion of
J. J. Coffey, “Boone, NC,” Bobby Brendell Postcard Collection, Digital Watauga Project, online,
http://digitalwatauga.org/items/show/20588; Albertype Company, “Highest County Site East of the

2

Howard Street appears to have been established in 1913, when E. S. Coffey’s
“Appalachia” (bounded roughly by East King Street to the north, Hardin Street to the
east, the Farthing addition and the Boone Cemetery to the south, and lands between
the cemetery and College Street to the west, colloquially referenced as the “Kerstner
Plat”) was annexed into the Town of Boone’s boundaries.3 While this street does not
appear to have been formally named at that time, by 1915, Coffey clearly referenced
it as “Howard Street” in an advertisement for the auction sale of Lot 22 on the
Kerstner Plat.4
In June 1924, plans for developing the western portion of the Howard Street
corridor took shape in dramatic fashion, with clear references to the Watch Boone
Grow campaign that had begun following the arrival of the Linville River Railway in
late 1918. In a full page ad, the Globe Realty and Auction Company announced the
auction of two parcels, one of which was a part of the Edward N. Hahn (former Dick
Fletcher) property located to the south of Howard Street, presently the site of the
Fairfield Apartments and ASU Physical Plant. This ad contained a section
announcing this part of Howard Street as “Boone’s Second Baby” and its future as
Boone’s “second main business street,” with the contours of the north side of
Howard Street forcing future development to the south side.5 This also strongly
suggests that Howard Street—at least between Depot and the Boone and Blowing
Rock Turnpike (now Appalachian Street)—was established that same year,
probably in response to the growth of warehouses near the Linville River Railway
tracks located just south of Howard Street. This seems to be affirmed by an article
that ran in the same June 5, 1924, issue, announcing, “The Globe Realty & Auction
Co. is opening a new street in town, Howard Street by name, and are offering the
choice lots along it at public auction Saturday June 14.”6 A subsequent article that
month verified that the western part of Howard was “a new Street to be opened
from Water Street at the jail to the High School property.”7

Excerpt from Globe Realty & Auction Co. advertisement, Watauga Democrat, June 5, 1924.

Rockies,” Bobby Brendell Postcard Collection, Digital Watauga Project, online,
http://digitalwatauga.org/items/show/20585.
3 W. R. Kerstner, “Map of Appalachian Annex to the Town of Boone, NC,” 22 September 1913, Plats in
Deed Book 23, Page 336, Watauga County Register of Deeds. All subsequent deed references are from
the Watauga County Register of Deeds.
4 “Notice,” Watauga Democrat1 July 1915: 3. The ad incorrectly listed the lot being auctioned as Lot 2,
but the metes and bounds description clearly describes Lot 22 on the Kerstner plat.
5 “Sales of Business and Residence Lots,” Watauga Democrat, 5 June 1924: 3.
6 “Tennessee Angler Has Luck in Watauga Waters,” Watauga Democrat, 5 June 1924: 1.
7 “Town Lots Bring the High Dollar,” Watauga Democrat, 19 June 1924: 1.

The 1925 Directory of Boone North Carolina affirms this new, western part of the
street through the listings of the Coca Cola Bottling Works near the southeast corner
of Depot and Howard Street (labeled as a fertilizer storage building in the 1928
Sanborn Fire Insurance map) and the Maltba Planing Mill just to the west of Depot
Street on the south side of Howard (labeled as a machine shop—the Owens Machine
Shop—in the 1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance map), as well as listings for numerous
White residents living along Howard Street—most likely on the eastern portion of
Howard from the 1913 annexation.8 More perplexing for some researchers has been
the segregated listing of Black residents in the same 1925 directory showing a large
concentration of Charles, Folk, Grimes, Hagler, Hennesey, Hickson, Horton, Lenoir,
Shearer, and Williams family members on “Howard Street.” Several of these
individuals are well documented through deed records as living on North Street at
the time, suggesting that the name “Howard Street” was sometimes applied to the
street otherwise known as North Street during the 1920s, or—more likely—that the
directory publisher incorrectly described this street as Howard Street rather than
by the North Street name that appeared in deeds of the time. No other instance of
naming North Street as “Howard Street” has been found.9

Detail from Page 1 of the 1928 Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
showing the western portion of Howard Street. Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.
See A. Selders, compiler and editor, Directory of Boone North Carolina, July 1925, reprint, (Boone,
NC: Minors Printing Company, n.d.), Historic Boone Collection, Digital Watauga Project. On the
location of the bottling plant, see “Spot Cash Paid for Produce,” Watauga Democrat, 5 February 1925:
5.” On the location of the Maltba Planing Mill, otherwise known as the Boone Planing Mills, see “Local
Happenings,” Watauga Democrat, 5 November 1925: 5; “The Owens Machine Shop Co.,”
advertisement, Watauga Democrat, 27 October 1927: 4; “Owens’ Machine Shop,” Watauga Democrat,
15 November 1928: 8; and “Notice of Trustees Sale,” Watauga Democrat, 24 September 1931: 7.
9 The Folk, Grimes, Hagler, and Horton families all owned multiple properties in the North Street area
in 1925. Coy Williams was the owner of a single lot described as being on North Street; see Deed
Book 30, Page 454. Ella Shearer was the owner of a single lot described as being on North Street; see
Deed Book 31, Page 486.
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Beginning in 1926, residents of the eastern part of Howard Street began lobbying
Boone’s mayor and Board of Alderman to pave Howard Street from Pine Street to
the Blowing Rock Road. The location of Pine Street has not been verified, but it
seems likely that it was the street labeled as “Spruce” on the 1928 and 1947
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps (present-day Brown Street).10 Additional
improvements were made to the eastern portion of Howard Street in 1935 and
1936 using Works Projects Administration funds and matching funds raised by
residents of the street.11 Meanwhile, along the western portion of Howard Street,
the road remained uncompleted from the Owens Machine Shop to the Bryan-Rivers
line (covering approximately the middle third of Howard between Burrell and Depot
Streets) until early 1934, when Civil Works Administration funds were secured to
complete Howard Street from Burrell (then South Water) Street to Depot Street,
creating an uninterrupted route all the way to Appalachian Street.12

Detail from Page 2 of the 1928 Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
showing the eastern portion of Howard Street at right. Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.

In 1944, the Chamber of Commerce identified a significant problem along the
western part of Howard Street that required immediate attention—and that
remains largely unaddressed to this day:
At present the sidewalk from the Appalachian High School building to
connect with the sidewalk near Dr. Perry’s building [Ivy Hall, at the
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“Notice,” Watauga Democrat, 30 September 1926: 7.

“Municipality Is Making Strides on Street Work,” Watauga Democrat, 5 December
1935: 1.
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“New Street Will Be Opened Soon,” Watauga Democrat, 14 December 1933: 1.

northwest corner of Howard and Appalachian] is very much needed.
In fact it appears to be an absolute necessity. After some child is killed
in the narrow, crooked road leading from the school to town, we will
immediately build the walk. Why not build the walk now and save the
child or children?
The Howard Street from South Water Street to Appalachian Street
(old Blowing Rock Turnpike) should be widened before buildings are
erected that would have to be moved. The following buildings have
been constructed recently, and they are back from the street line
enough to permit a wider street: Dr. Perry Building, Goodnight
Brothers, Wilcox Drug Co. building, Boone Tire and Bargain store
building, Hosiery Mill building, and the Terminal building. Let’s act
now.13

Detail from Page 1 of the 1947 Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress. The western portion of Howard Street from Burrell Street
(South Water) to Appalachian Street (Locust) is visible running from left to right through the center
of the image. Note the division of the western portion of Howard Street as East and West Howard
Streets at Depot Street.

While the city council failed to follow through on sidewalks for the entire length of
the western part of Howard Street (at that time divided into East and West Howard
Streets at Depot Street), they did act in 1947 to plan for several streets throughout
town, including the western portion of Howard Street, to be paved for the first
time.14 When this work was delayed more than a year, though, Watauga Democrat
editor Rob Rivers, Jr., laid into local government about its failure to act:
13
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“Essential Things Needed for a Bigger and Better Boone,” Watauga Democrat, 7 December 1944: 1.
“City Streets to Be Paved, Work Started,” Watauga Democrat, 28 August 1947: 1.

Goodnight Brothers, buying taters and cabbage, and shipping vast
cargoes of mountain produce to every section of the country…the
deplorable condition of Howard Street in front of their place,
particularly when there is rain. Boone’s second most important street
should be paved, even though the town is pretty short of funds and
fostering an intensive street and water expansion program…Howard
Street carries the heavy tonnage, embraces some of the town’s biggest
businesses, and the community credit should stand enough stretching
to lay on a surface…With that done, the principal streets would be in
good shape.15

Detail from Page 3 of the 1947 Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress. The eastern portion of Howard Street is visible running
from lower center to upper right. The termination of the western portion of Howard Street at
Appalachian Street (Locust) is visible at lower left.

The pressure from Rivers seems to have forced some action. Two weeks later,
Rivers reported, “Howard Street gets the asphalt treatment, as work goes on in the
biggest street improvement program since the days when the late WPA poured the
cash down to the states, counties and towns…Never has a city administration, so far
as we can recall, accomplished so much ‘on its own steam…’ All the streets which
had been surfaced in the past, have been saved from further ruin by retreatment,
others have been fixed.”16 A week later, he added, “Howard Street, beautifully paved,
and as smooth as a floor, brings joy to the folks who have occasion to use the town’s
second most important avenue.”17

Rob Rivers, “King Street,” Watauga Democrat, 16 September 1948: 1.
Rob Rivers, “King Street,” Watauga Democrat, 30 September 1948: 1.
17 Rob Rivers, “King Street,” Watauga Democrat, 7 October 1948: 1.
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The western section of Howard Street is seen running from lower right to upper left in this detail
crop from a circa 1950 Palmer Blair aerial image of Boone. Image courtesy of the Palmer Blair
Collection, Digital Watauga Project.

Despite the improvements, safety concerns remained. In 1962, town officials passed
an ordinance to make the eastern portion of Howard Street one way from College
Street to Coffey Street, in part to provide parking near the college by devoting one
directional lane to parking spaces.18 Town Council would revisit that concept much
later for the western part of Howard Street, which remains one way from Depot
Street to Burrell Street in large measure to provide a loading area for delivery
vehicles and a pedestrian zone in the former eastbound lane. A similar arrangement
“Town Acts to Relieve Traffic Congestion; Plans One-Way Streets,” Watauga Democrat, 26 July
1962: 3. As the Mayor Wade Brown and the Town Council noted at that time, much of the congestion
was being caused by property owners who were renting to students but failing to provide off-street
parking, despite a local ordinance requiring exactly that.
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between Appalachian and Depot Streets was abandoned in recent years. Meanwhile,
the 1990 construction of Raley Hall (now Kenneth E. Peacock Hall) on the ASU
campus forced the realignment of the old Appalachian Street route to Locust Street,
effectively creating an extension of the western part of Howard Street to the east
beyond Appalachian Street as a service road that terminates in a loop behind the
Turching Center for the Visual Arts.
Decades-long efforts to redesign and revitalize the western portion of Howard
Street were finally boosted in June 2021 with the announcement of a $9.7 million US
Department of Agriculture loan to help pay for the project. Work is expected to
begin in early 2022.19

The eastern section of Howard Street is seen running through the center of this image from College
Street at far left to Hardin Street/Blowing Rock Road at far right in this detail crop from a circa 1950
Palmer Blair aerial image of Boone. Image courtesy of the Palmer Blair Collection, Digital Watauga
Project.

--Eric Plaag, with assistance from Phoebe Pollitt

Brief Blurb for Use on Website: Likely named for Benjamin Howard, who tradition
holds once herded cattle in the Boone Creek valley, Howard Street was a latecomer
to downtown Boone’s landscape. The eastern portion of the street, located between
College Street and Blowing Rock Road, was first established in 1913 through the
annexation of E. S. Coffey’s “Appalachia” subdivision. The western portion of
Howard, from Burrell Street to Appalachian Street, was partially established in 1924
to provide a “second main business street” for downtown Boone following the
Moss Brennan, “Boone to Receive a $9.7M USDA Loan for Howard Street Project,” Watauga
Democrat, 29 June 2021, online, https://www.wataugademocrat.com/news/local/boone-to-receivea-9-7m-usda-loan-for-howard-street-project/article_7ed2ab74-0108-50cc-b3c7-3aed3fca221b.html.
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construction of numerous railroads along the Linville River Railway tracks then
located just to the south. The western portion of Howard Street was completed as a
throughway in 1934.

