Appalachian Street
Present-day Appalachian Street in Boone runs form West King Street south to its
intersection with Howard Street, where the road abruptly terminates. This current
road stem is a rather inauspicious remnant of what was once one of the more
important arteries into downtown Boone.

1849/1850 Map of Boone laying out the land acquired for the new Watauga County seat. King and
Queen Streets correspond to the present-day streets of the same name. North and South Streets
correspond to present-day Water and Burrell Streets. The alley to the east of the Public Square is
present-day Linney Street. At far right is the turnpike road to Lenoir. Image from the Historic Boone
Collection, Digital Watauga Project.

The original 1849/1850 map of Boone (below) clearly shows this roadway at the
eastern boundary of the Town limits of Boone, with a notation indicating “to
Lenoir.” Some modern sources have mistakenly referred to this as the Yonahlossee
Turnpike, apparently as a result of misreading a plat from Blowing Rock from the
1920s. Nevertheless, the road that we today call Appalachian Street was indeed an
early turnpike road. This is verified by a 1946 deed for the parcel at the southeast
corner of Appalachian and West King Streets that reads, “Beginning on a stake at the
intersection of Main Street and the Turnpike Road, commonly known and referred
to as Appalachian Street.”1 A 1944 article describing the widening of Howard Street

Mrs. E. S. Coffey, et al, to Gordon H. Winkler and W. R. Winkler, April 6, 1946, Deed Book 64, Page
542, Watauga County Register of Deeds. King Street was often referred to as “Main Street” in the
1930s and 1940s.
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clearly indicates that Appalachian Street was the “old Blowing Rock turnpike.”2
Finally, an article in the Watauga Democrat in 1955 describing roadwork to the
artery explained, “Originally a portion of the narrow Boone-Blowing Rock turnpike,
traffic was routed away from the street some years ago when motor travel began to
get heavy. The road was too narrow to be satisfactory to travelers and the traffic
came to be a nuisance to the College. So traffic not connected with the College
started to use East King Street and Hardin Street as a route of travel to Blowing Rock
and the South.”3 As late as 1926, this road was still being referred to locally as the
“Blowing Rock Turnpike.”4

Detail from Page 2 of the 1928 Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.

It’s not entirely clear when the name of this road was first changed, but by January
1928, the road had apparently taken on the name of Gragg Street, following its
present course to the south from what was then called East King Street, then
doglegging abruptly to the southeast just beyond the intersection with what would
become Howard Street. The E. S. Coffey mansion was located on the east side of the
“Essential Things Needed for a Bigger and Better Boone,” Watauga Democrat, 7 December 1944: 1.
“Street Project Improves Campus,” Watauga Democrat, 7 April 1955: 4. An image of this widening
can be seen at “Widened Street,” Watauga Democrat, 12 May 1955: 1. The caption for that image
emphasized that the widening project extended from “King at the old Smithy Store site to the
Blowing Rock road east of the College.”
4 “Jeffcoat & Jeffcoat,” advertisement, Watauga Democrat, 20 May 1926: 3. The ad referred to the
business being located “on the Dr. R. K. Bingham residence at the intersection of the Blowing Rock
Turnpike and the Daniel Boone Trail.” Bingham’s house sat on the now empty bluff directly opposite
Foggy Pine Books, a short distance from the intersection of King and Appalachian. The Boone and
Blowing Rock Turnpike was also referenced as the street frontage for the 1922 Administration
Building at the Appalachian Training School. See “Local Affairs,” Watauga Democrat, 13 July 1922: 3.
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street near the intersection with King, and multiple frame dwellings were located at
that time along the southern part of the dogleg.5

Detail from Page 3 of the 1947 Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.

Curiously, a search for “Gragg Street” in the 1925 Boone directory and in the
Watauga Democrat finds no such street name until 1941, when its use appears to
have been in reference to the street of that name located just north of the 1905
courthouse. As early as 1930, and certainly by June 1947, the name of at least part of
the road had changed to Locust Street, and the southeasterly dogleg passed in front
(south) of the Appalachian High School (present-day Chapell Wilson Hall), then split
at a Y intersection, where the left (north) side of the Y continued east as Locust
Street and joined the easterly dogleg of College Avenue, while the right (south) side
of the Y continued to the east as Appalachian Drive, passing along the southern edge
of campus to the north of the Boys Gymnasium and the Power Plant. Dauph Blan
Drive intersected with Appalachian and continued east through campus between
Locust and Appalachian. Remnants of these road traces are still evident on the ASU
campus, bearing their original names.6 All three roads then emptied out on what
was known as Hardin Street to the east.

Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Boone, Watauga County, North Carolina,
January 1928, 2, Library of Congress Geography and Map Division, Online, available at
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3904bm.g3904bm_g063831928/?sp=2.
6 For a 1930 reference to this street as Locust Street, see “For Rent,” Watauga Democrat, 24 April
1930: 5. For the 1947 map, see Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Boone,
5

The “Locust” name, however, appears to have been short-lived as applied to the
stem heading south from King Street. By 1942, coverage of the opening of the Dr. H.
B. Perry Building at the northwest corner of Howard and Appalachian made clear
reference to this segment of the street as “Appalachian Street.”7 The name of the
dogleg portion also appears to have reverted to Appalachian Street by 1948, when
the “Drive-In Soda Bar,” located just to the northwest of the high school building,
advertised its address as 210 Appalachian Street.8 Given the 1946 deed cited
previously, which also referenced Appalachian Street, it’s also entirely possible the
town officials attempted to rename the street to Locust about 1930, but the new
name never stuck with the public and reverted to “Appalachian” by tradition, likely
as a result of the community understanding this road as the route to the heart of the
Appalachian State Teachers College.9

Approximate route of Appalachian Street (in red) from King Street (top) to Hardin Street (bottom
right) overlaid on a detail crop from a circa 1950 Palmer Blair aerial image of Boone and Appalachian
State Teachers College. Image courtesy of the Palmer Blair Collection, Digital Watauga Project.

Watauga County, North Carolina, June 1947, 3, Library of Congress Geography and Map Division,
Online, available at https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3904bm.g3904bm_g063831947/?sp=3.
7 “Physicians have Modern Building,” Watauga Democrat, 15 January 1942: 1.
8 “Now Open,” Watauga Democrat, 1 July 1948: 8.
9 For another earlier example of the street being referred to as “Appalachian,” see “For Sale,”
Watauga Democrat, 30 December 1943: 8, which advertised a “house on Appalachian Street, at
entrance to high school.”

Today, various forms of new construction on the Appalachian State University
campus have mostly obliterated the early twentieth-century route of Appalachian
Street. Kenneth E. Peacock Hall, for example, sits directly over the first dogleg in
Gragg/Locust Street, while the section from the Appalachian High School to the
Steam Plant is now a walkway interrupted by the Roess Dining Hall. The southern
portion of University Drive basically follows the old route of Appalachian Street, but
the development of Durham Park altered the eastern end of Appalachian Street,
turning it northward as University Drive to Dauph Blan Street. As a result, the
original route of the early Boone and Blowing Rock Turnpike through the presentday Appalachian State University campus is all but lost to redevelopment.
--Eric Plaag and Chuck Watkins

Brief Blurb for Use on Website: Originally the primary turnpike entrance to Boone
from the south, when it was known as the Boone and Blowing Rock Turnpike in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Appalachian Street gradually lost its
significance as a transportation route during the twentieth century. Known briefly
as Gragg Street in the late 1920s, Locust Street in the 1930s, and Appalachian Street
by the early 1940s, this street was repeatedly realigned and eventually fractured by
the development of Appalachian State Teachers College (later University). By the
end of the twentieth century, campus development had all but obliterated the
original road route, save for a short section of University Drive and the one-block
section between West King Street and Howard Street known today as Appalachian
Street.

